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Koch: 42 N.Y. legislators betray independent redistricting

by Cara Matthews

April 13, 2011

ALBANY — New York Uprising, led by former New York City Mayor Ed Koch, on Tuesday named 42 legislators "Enemies of Reform" for reneging on a pre-election pledge last fall to support independent redistricting.

"Today is retribution day," Koch said in a conference call with reporters. "We are going to hold accountable those people who signed pledges that they would support legislation that would set up an independent commission to do the redistricting."

The so-called "enemies" include 31 senators and 11 members of the Assembly. All are Republicans except for Assemblyman William Scarborough of Queens, a Democrat. A total of 138 lawmakers and candidates signed the pledge last year.

"These are people who I believe deserve the title of dishonorable," said Koch, who also called them "miscreants."

New York Uprising on Tuesday started making 100,000 robo-calls to the lawmakers' constituents — roughly 3,000 per Senate district and 1,000 per Assembly district. Koch recorded the calls, which conclude by giving the constituents a chance to be transferred directly to the legislator's office. Koch also encourages constituents to vote against the lawmakers in the 2012 election.

Redistricting is done every 10 years based on population shifts in the U.S. Census. Traditionally, it is controlled by the political parin control of the Senate and Assembly with the goal of protecting that power.

Koch said he met last week with Cuomo, who reiterated his pledge to veto any bill that doesn't provide for an independent commission. The issue could end up in the courts if that happens.

Good-government groups will hold public forums in districts of some lawmakers whom Koch said reneged on the pledge. On May 14, the New Roosevelt Initiative, ACT NOW and other groups will hold a rally and do canvassing in the district of Sen. Greg Ball, R-Carmel.
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